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What will be the influence of ‘China mind share’ 
in 2018?
China’s impact on Asia will likely expand in 2018, 
particularly how it uses the internet, says Steve 
Wilford of Control Risks.
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Federal Reserve’s dots have lost the plot as economists 
puzzle over outlook
Here’s the conundrum. Fed officials raised their forecast 
for growth by four tenths of a percentage point for next 
year, to 2.5%. That’s comfortably above the 1.8% rate 
they estimate the economy can sustain in the long run.

Massive infrastructure push seen boosting investment 
pledges by 10% in 2018
The rollout of big-ticket infrastructure projects would 
make the Philippines more attractive to investors and in-
crease investment pledges approved by the Board of In-
vestments (BOI) by at least 10 percent next year, accord-
ing to Trade Secretary Ramon M. Lopez.

Russia Investing Heavily in Mobility Future
The Russian government plans to allocate up to RR65 bil-
lion ($1.1 billion) annually for the development of the do-
mestic automotive industry until 2025, according to the 
Russian Ministry of Economic Development.
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Car market trends you can expect with the new taxation 
scheme
By the time you read this, chances are President Duter-
te will have already signed into law the newly minted Tax 
Reform for Acceleration and Inclusion (TRAIN) Act, which 
aims to enable government to collect more taxes to fund 
its ambitious infrastructure projects. 
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Tax reform bill signed amid criticisms
Saying it was his administration’s “biggest Christmas 
gift” to the public, President Rodrigo Duterte on Tuesday 
signed a tax reform bill that critics claimed would lead to 
increases in the prices of oil, power and other products, 
and further burden the poor.
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